
The County plans major revisions to the streetscape of the broadly defined Ridge Rd.-23rd St. intersection, 
to begin on 8 August 2011. The County’s redesign plan is, unfortunately, flawed. Residents have requested 
that the County (Board and staff) reverse course, put the intersection revision on hold, and incorporate 
resident insights and concerns into a workable redesign scheme, as we know the intersection well and we 
will bear the brunt of the re-design plan flaws.  

1. The County plans to install a narrow utility strip along Ridge Rd., but a 2-foot strip will be inadequate 
protection for the southwest corner’s busy pedestrian usage (especially during the school year), does not 
allow for the removal of the multiple utility poles in the sidewalk, AND will be inadequate to hold the snow 
that plows clearing the very wide intersection will dump onto the sidewalk. Staff can easily decrease the 
planned southeast corner bump-out and realign the lanes to provide a standard 4-foot buffer for pedestrians, 
for the utility poles, and for snow removal along this stretch. Please do so. 
2. The plan calls for re-paving the new sidewalk at the corner, pushing it back, to cover the flower bed, as 
well as jeopardizing the oak tree that shades that corner. Please leave that 3-year-old corner sidewalk as it 
is, and leave the flower bed and tree intact. I respectfully request that the County do everything possible 
NOT to kill the oak tree on that corner. 
3. The County’s latest change to the plan will remove on-street parking on 23rd St. during the day, and along 
Meade ST. permanently, thereby causing a hardship to elderly visitors and to residents who cannot park on 
Ridge and would no longer be able to park along the Meade St. split. Please keep the 23rd St. parking as 
is–prohibited 7-9 a.m. only–and leave 23rd St. lanes as they currently are, as this traffic lane has NOT been 
the site or cause of any of our many intersection car crashes. 
4. The major emphasis of the County’s plan is actually the redesign of the Meade-Ridge intersection, with 
conversion of the straight “split” roadway to become a graciously landscaped extension of 2 house’s front 
yards. Residents of the 2300 block of Ridge (as well as many passing drivers) currently use the Meade St. 
split and island as a safe turn, to head north on Ridge Rd. Closing the split will force drivers to turn around in 
a neighbor’s driveway, backing into potentially dangerous traffic (especially in the wintertime). So, while 
closing off such splits may be effective on straight, level roads with unobstructed vision, where 90o turns can 
be easily executed, in this case the 90-degree turn-off from Ridge Rd. has a steep, angled incline, so the 
proposed plan is MORE dangerous, to both drivers (especially in wintertime) and to pedestrians (e.g., 
Gunston students, who will be forced to walk in front of vehicles, alongside Ridge Rd. traffic, instead of 
safely up the hill, on Meade itself). Therefore, the County should implement a much simpler solution: 
placement of a nub at the entrance of the slip lane, instead of the major re-design that is currently being 
proposed. Additionally, that would allow the majority of the funding for this project to be spent on the 
community’s priority: increased pedestrian safety at Ridge & 23rd, with a 4-foot-wide utility strip by the 
western (south-bound) lane (and a narrower bump-out on the southeast corner), rather than spending the 
money on circular driveways, expansive front lawns, and the closure of the slip lane turn-off. 

Unfortunately, resident perceptions are that we have no choice and no voice in this matter, and that the 
County has designed changes that will exacerbate safety issues rather than correct them, solving 
“problems” that don’t exist and ignoring problems that do plague our intersection and quality of life. So much 
for the famed “Arlington Way.” The civic association has proven incapable of advocating for residents. 
Neighbors are upset that we and our families may be put at risk by the County’s misguided plan. We seek to 
work with the County to develop a win-win plan, so we residents of Ridge Road and Club Manor Estates 



request that the County put the planned construction activities on hold, meet with residents and reconsider 
the design plan, and incorporate our considerations into the County’s plans.  
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