
Dear Mrs. Hynes, Vice-Chair, Arlington County Board 

 We appreciate all the consideration you have given to our concerns at the intersection 
of 23rd Street and Arlington Ridge Road.  However, our primary concern continues to be 
the elimination of the slip lane to South Meade Street. 

1.  There is a good reason for having a slip lane to Meade.  The situation is different 
here from many other slip lanes in the County.  The turn from Arlington Ridge to 
Meade (after 23rd Street) is on a curve and a hill that slopes down toward Glebe 
Road, limiting visibility of the cars that are following traffic on Arlington Ridge.  This, 
in itself, is a dangerous situation.  If pedestrians are crossing, then it is dangerous for 
them and the automobiles.  Unlike the left turn onto South Meade from Arlington 
Ridge Road, there is no room for cars following the right turning vehicles to go 
around them.  The grade at the turn into Meade is very steep, which poses an 
additional problem for traffic turning there from either direction.  We know from 
experience that trucks and other large vehicles must cross over the center lines on 
both South Meade and on Arlington Ridge Road to negotiate the sharp turn and 
steep grade, further impeding traffic and creating a dangerous situation for autos and 
pedestrians.   

 
2.  There are only three streets that come into this neighborhood, and they all 
terminate at 24th Street.  This means there are limited options for entering and 
leaving the neighborhood.  The County staff suggested that traffic should use Nash 
Street, but that is not a feasible option. Both 24th Street and Nash function as one-
lane streets Monday through Friday when school is in session because so many 
teachers and staff park along those streets for the entire school day.  It is not easy to 
use Nash Street as an alternative to getting into our neighborhood. The only other 
street is Pierce Street, and the Oakridge Elementary School apparently received 
Arlington County permission to block the intersection at Pierce (which becomes 24th 
Street) and Nash in the afternoon.  Thus, using Pierce is not an option.  Closing the 
slip lane effectively limits access to this neighborhood for a large part of every day.  
Using the proposed sharp right turn from Arlington Ridge Road puts us at risk of 
being rear ended.  We, in effect, will be personal traffic calmers.  This is not a 
reasonable or safe option. Also, the crosswalk will be moved so that it is adjacent to 
South Arlington Ridge Road, creating a very dangerous situation for pedestrians. 
 
3.  .   This lack of sensitivity to the traffic problems in this neighborhood is not new.  
The County now maintains that eliminating the slip lane will slow traffic on S. Meade.  
The County staff demonstrated their duplicity about slowing traffic on South Meade 
when they installed stop signs on both sides of 24th at South Meade in 2010, which 
has encouraged the southbound traffic on South Meade traffic to speed around that 
corner even faster. We protested the stop signs on safety grounds.  Since the stop 
signs have been installed we have had many more incidents at this intersection 
involving autos and pedestrians.  Once again, the County staff had done no studies 
of this intersection.  When we asked about studies, they decided to take traffic 
counts -- which they did AFTER the installation of the stop signs.  No results were 
ever presented to us.  But County Staff  did tell us that stop signs are “not used for 
speed control.”  She further said that that “If we had placed the stop sign there 
(meaning South Meade,), it would likely have been ignored by drivers.”  These are 



direct quotes from her email to us.  Presumably, we have no enforcement at stop 
signs in Arlington.  Calls by several people in this neighborhood to Patricia Bush's 
supervisor were ignored.   

Safety is our primary concern.  Policy seems to be the primary driver of the County 
transportation staff.  We hope that our serious concerns will continue to be 
considered.  And, we appreciate the time you have devoted to these important 
issues. 

Sincerely,  

E.A. 


